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fo People again mn " on the Beef they 

A Upon me for t, The aſron 7t was 

this ;, when I firſt heard * MEWS Jr Fm late Rebels in 
the-Weſt, Ithought it my Dit to put my Pariſhioners ire 
mind of their Duty to the King , andto xy ck fo 

canfirm. them 31 their Loyalty ae all ſuch Tempt 

ons. as they might (probably) meet with from evil vant. 

. ed men. Ty that. end, T preached the greateſt part of 
what is bere Printed the next Lords ay, . hoping that 
it might do good, and being Confident that it would not 
give the lafts fence, becauſe I had- more ther once np- 
or ſome Occaſion ior other, cither inn Preaching or Cate- 
chiſcag, delivered the ſame thin s for ſubſtance, and. of 

ſended 20 body by it. = ut By in two days after,T1 _ 
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told that ſome of ny Paritorers had ſaid. Thad made 


a'bad Sermon the Sunday before,” a Sermon that had lit- 
tle of the Goſpel in it but why they thought ſo or what 
they faulted; or who thoſe wiſe men were, ] could not 
learn from him that told it me : And the next day 
there was & Report broughtto 1 Houſe, om a Village 
ſeven miles diſtant, That I had 

greateſt part of my Pariſhoners ont of the Church. This 
great lye I could not but wonder at,and being told that it 
Was One of my own Pariſh that brought it thither, and 
had (probably) carried it further, it was ſome trouble to 
me. And 'upon ſecond thought I reſolved to Preach 
the ſame Sermon again (as near as 1 could in the very 
Same words ) the next Lords day, preſuming that ſome 
of the more ignorant ſort of People had miſunderſtood 
my words, or that there was. great need of inculating the 
ſame things to prevent (if it were poſſible) the riſmg of 
any Seditious or Rebellions thoughts in any of them,or to 
ſappreſs them, if they were already riſin, which ſome 
Storys that were ſcattered abrordthe Countrey, and were 
but to eaftly believed by the common ſort, did make me 
afraid of: - Accordingly I did ſo," adding in the cloſe 


ſome few + things upon the ſame SubjeF. But before * 


that work, was ended, 1 was informd that I was become 
the talk of the County, and inquiring upopr what account, 
T heard it was for preaching [pps and it was ſaid by 
many, that Twas turning Papiſt, if not turned; and it 
was added that I had great Correſpondence with a'Gen- 
tHleman of the Popiſh Religion in my Pariſh , ſent him 
News and received News from hinz dayly (though 1 had 
z0t ſeen nor heard from him in ſeveral Months, - and he 
was "at that time (as I was informed) in Warwicks 
ſhire) and it was ſaid in a Popiſh houſe not three-miles 


from 


Preached the beſt and . 


8-6. i. A bs 


BG LS SP 


ue > OE EC EIT ; 
PE AT ROY FO THn2y or ine, at; +77 


. Head of the Church. - | How Ir 


1 muſt for ever glory to God, and I 


from nie; Thit Thad PreaeÞ'k POV Supreats 
6 ſtenderous 

Storys, the Reader may caſtlygueſs.” F bat i a Pariſh 

where I had lived ſeveral years, and taken na littlepains, 


Preaching and Catechiſing Conſtantly «Lords 
and ſometimes on other daye's. 'where: Tha ninged wy | 


but obliged all ſo' far as in me'lay; ' where Thad not been 
exat? in requiring my dues, nor vexed any with Law 
Sits, how obno#ious ſoever they were to them; where I 


had ſpent almoſt all I had: recerued- in Hofiality and | 


Charity 3. where T had forgiven many wrongs, | 
—_— _ aſt ther OT once to mention. then. fon: | 
them, leaving them wholly to the Repr, of 
their on Conſciences; and it ſhort 'where I deſerue 
the leaſt ill will (as many will bear me witneſ 2 forwhich 
t#h20k antof 2. 


humor of boaſting, but as 'conſtfained: toit, \tdtonvinte' 
my llanderers of the greatneſs of theit ofes 3 That in ſuch. 
leckifoly ignorant . 


a Pariſh (I ſay) T ſhould find any ſo 
in matters * bo ome Jo beedlfs. ard tr »inconfiderate. as 
to call that Popery which was'\dewnright aguinſs wy 
or ſo ill. afſeFed towards. ine ap-to-14iſe; and: pred: a- 
broad ſuch ſlanderons Repors againſt me,at fuch's ;Yidee, 
and: when they could wot © but know, that if . the Rebels 
had:been.able ta have. browght'their' forces amongſt. us, 
the Reports wonld'hazieexpoſed: me to. their: Fury,end tx. 
all probability have eds oe revny Fer auld: hawegot-. 
ten me into their Hands 3:0 be ſol 
affeted towards the King(when'Þ and ee they had been 
taught better) as ſor his ſake to:-Perſecute me thus with 
their Tongues. . albthiz, I belive the\Readerr-will think 
was: np light I, Hon. tome. Andcyet this war-not- 
all, , fot & I ha; . reaſon ta beliewe: that 1 bad loſs. —_o 
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_putations and the like, though theſe are not tobe ſight- 


treating of us 4s, F 
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merly reſolved -Whit my. ds On 
any bk ] have only one thing more to /q ms s 
_ VIZ. bir have — A 
reached, from the beginning to t ef = 
ticulgr ED the Perſons commanded #6 be ſubje; 
and have left out nothing material, only ſome In. here "= 
and there mhich I uſed in ſpeaking to explain my mean- h 


ing,and make it more eaſy to be underſtood by ignorant | 
people -5- woot on g 
Preached afterwards _ thelatter part of the verſe, for | -J 
upon the ſame SubjeF, till the | 
zews came that the Rebels were van _ | . 

And now if this fall intothe Hands of any of my Re- J 
verendBrethren ofthe Clergy, | would deſire them to con- p- 
ſider with me how much we are concernd to take heed : . ; 
to our ſelves, and to our Do@rine, 3» theſe Times; 
 . quis our ſelves with Courage again} allthe ill Uſage 

are like to meet with, both | pen, ct thoſe who are yet our 
own people, and from thoſe oe t 5 fo unite all 
together in Love, to defend pra”? all f ademfiege our 
Common Intereſt, 1 mean not our ſmall Revenues, Re- 


ed,but 1 mean our moſt Holy K s of 
that beſt of Churches to which we do belong, to implore 
Gods mercy dayly towards our People, and beg Pardox 
from bime for their Abuſe of tbe Goſpel, and their vile 
| inifiers : And earneſtly 


4 _—_ 


Lo 


y 


couragement we 

#0 render us careleſs 

with all our might 
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fe \Preadtied th gf bit To ho _ 
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In the beginning of the late | 
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| Rom. 13. verſ. 1. Let RA So fb þ Sj unto the 


\ ; Higher Powers. 4 
_ d PS APIS? 


| Hat RY, maya nod 

2 your own Duty, I muſt 'defire you to 
Y Conſider with me three things, viz. 

I > _ .-I;. Whac, is here, meant by. the Higher 

| : | Powers. Yards 


2 What it is to 'be Subjet anwthens;.: 
4 What ismeant by every:Sopt. | 
 . I. What is here meant by .,the Higher "Held 
/ And for the better vnderlianging of of this, and;that 
' * Imay take o Fae to ſuggeſt / ſome. things to/ | 
| which are- but.too needful to be ſuggeſied Inte ſs | 
ays, ; 


Fd 


OR Ide 


>. 4 


in- their own corveit; that they thought it unfit- | 


(2) | 


_ days, I muſtdefireyouto pote the following Parti- 
_ L 


©-1../By the Higher Powers wemuſt underſtand Hu- 
man” Earthly Powers. Sgch as are ordained of God 
for the.Government of the World, and under God, 
take care of the Publick weal, -being his Miniſters, 

' to encourage and ly =p that do good, and 
to puniſh: thofethar: do evil 3 to whom Tibute is 
therefore to be Paid, as a juſt Acknowledgment of 
their Care and Pains for the Common good. 

« Tha pogeD from the words of the Text, and 


gNeithat follow th i, that I'need not infiſt upon 
1& But this I have fioted,  to- diſcover to you the 
folly and wickedneſs of thoſe, that oppoſe Goverr- 
{vent or Magiſtracy, as contrary to the Goſpel, and 

as aFlurpation upon Chriſtian Liberty. That 


. therewereſteh People-in- the very- firſt Times of 


Chriſtianity, is evident from what the Apoſtle St. 
Peter in his ſecond Epiſtle, Chap. 2. verſ. 10. and the 
Apoſtle St. Fade verſ. 8. of his Epiſtle, do tell us. 
Where we read of Filthy Dreamers, that defiled the 
Fleſh living in the Luft of uncleaneſs, and deſpiſed Do- 
tinion | or Government) and ſpeak evil of Dignitys; » 
pretending (aswe may probaly gather from other 
places of Holy Scripture) that the Goſpel freed 
them from all obligation to Magiſtrates.as ſuch, and | 
that they were-not bound to be ſubje&t to them. | 
That theſe men were of the Jews, 'and of the Se | 
of the Phariſees; before their taking upon them the 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, I cannot afhirmz-but it is ' 
robable that they were, for tis certain that the 
hariſcer were a proud and ungovernable fort of 
People , fo'Pure'and Holy, and fo dear to God in 


£ F 
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ingfor them't#be Subje@, or to pay Tributeto the 
Roman Emperorsz And therefore as they did ſeve- 
2 ral times Rebel, for they did always watch for op- 
7  portunities to caſt off the Rowar Yoke. ! And it is 
; certain thatasthe Phariſees looked upon themſelves 
| to be Gods peculiar People, and asfixchwere not to 
acknowledge any'Power over them, bur that ' of 
God, as only King and Ruler: of his People'; fo. 
theſe filthy Heretics pretending themſelves to be the 
choſen People of God, would 'own no King or Ru- 
ler over them, but Chriſt, and as they! were- his Ser- 
vants and Sabjeds,. they were a' free: People as to 
all other Powersz But however'this may: be, the 
Apoſtles of our Lord eſteemed their DoCtrine ſo 
deſtructive to the peace and welfare of human Soct- 

ety, and ſo ſcandalons to the Chriſtian Profeſſion, 

that they thought they could not too often caution 
Chriſtians againſt it, or"beſtow too black a Cha- 
racer upon them that _— it. And yet notwith- 
ſtanding all the cautions they have given us in their 
Epiſtles,and the many hard things they have written 
of them, weknow that there have been many ſuch 
People of late years in' this Kingdonr, that' wilt 
acknowledg no King over them but Chrift, and 
own no Government but what they call his, would 
be all Powers themſelves, and next to. Chriſt, at his 
Right hand or Left hand: ' 'They account themſelves 
{ perfe&; that they /eſteem' all Human Powers -as 
needleſs, though all men fee, that they have not 
' theleaſt ſpark of that Perfeftion they do boaſt of, 
: ,and have as much need of Government,as the Horſe 
; wnd Mule of a Bit and Bridle, They cry up Chri-. 
' ſtian Liberty, and would make- the World believe | 
that SubjeCtion to Hyman Powers is contrary __ : 

| ut 


—=—_ 


_ fitrange, becauſe. "tis thus uſed more: than: once in 


(4) 


bits the; Liberty. oCty;up;bs nothing-elſe but 4 2 
(Or Makigiouſnels). ard | 


Clad for, their Newghtineſs | (ox malicious). 
a pretente for ther: #a;do what i good 112 their own 


Hes 3 and yola need: 1\bt;/be' remembered, that 
ia and gyery.man |: 

it-Qutrage/ and Vioe | 
lenceand Gbnfuſion bath among them-and us. [In | 
ſhoxt, 'tho Liberty: they /ithlkof/ is: ſo far from be- * 
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ing Chriſtian Liber, thave in Anaichrſtian Lav. | 
ae ,; Biukdeneſs, a4 Licergiouſhels 3 for Chriſt | 


had. tdughty Stbjettios tte Higher Proers, and | 


bath afhwed us: by his Apoſtle here; 5hat there is 70 


of God. "And thereforeif we be truly Chrifts Ser- | 


vanes, we:{hall be as truly: the Kings Subjefts, and 


fainlifully parfoii.the Duvys of fach, becauſe. Chriſt | 


hath: &» commanded us./:7-, } © 1 


- 40 By! the Higher: Powers you; are not to under» 


ſtand any thing:diſtinft from: rhe Perſons in Power, 
but the Perforis: mn Power themſelves. This: is evi- 
dent: from::the Context; | for: the Higher:Pomers:in 
the/Textiare noj other then the Ry/ers.in the: 3d2crþ 
which Ralern arecalled th the fameverſt the Power, 


Perfons in whota-it ts, cannot be: faid to do; what 
the Power or) Powers ate faid to doywiz.to: commend, 
or encourage; aveng of punifh,". ' Add/te: this, 'that 
the Apoſtle having mentioned the. Power,verſi the 2. 
and the 'Prajſe which they that do-well Havei from 
it, headds immediately, aeeſ.. the 44h. For he (that 
muſt needs be the Perſon in Power): is the Mrriſter 
of| God, to thee; far good, and he: bears not the” Stuart irs 
vain, Cc; Not can we think: this; uſe of: the word 


the 


| Beſides Powen-dnd: Authosity: abltradied from: the | 
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(5) 
the Hely -Seriptures,,,CSee' Lake 12. verſ; 11. and . 
Chepter.$..of this Epiſile, verſe 38. when: the: Prin- 
cipalitys and. Powers "mentioned, are certainly the 
the Princes and: Men in Power, which ſhould per- 
ſecute Chriſts-Diſciples for their Faith) and becauſe 
"tis thus uſed frequently in Human Authors,as might 
ealily -be ſhewed you, if I did think it neceffary. 
And' indeed Common Reaſon will teach us thus to 
interpret it 3. for Power ſeparated from the Perſon 
in whon? it 1s, is but a Chiarera or;figment of the 
Brain, and ferves to no-purpdfe at all; in the:lives of 
men, :In-Notion (as we ſay} they are diſtin, and 
may be conſidered affunderz but indeed. they are 
one and the ſame and cannot poſkbly be divided. 
And therefore they that reſiſt the Perſons .of their 
that are in Power; refift their; Power and Autho- 
rity too. The King of Syri« that commanded. his  _ 
Captains, to fight nenther with ſinall nor great, but mgns.. " 
againft Ahab did bid them fight againſt the King of 2 Sam-17.1,2. 
Ijrael. And Achitophels Caunfel was not only a- * San. 24 4. 
gainſt Davidgbut: againſt the King alſo, And when 
David. cat off the Skirts of. SavuPs Garment, his 
heart-told bins that he had mjured the King, the 
Anointed of the Lord, To fay that Abab, Seal or 
David could be touched, wounded, flain-, and 
their Power or Anthority not violated, is to-fpealc 
ſaperfine, nice, (and to uſe the common pheaſe of 
of fome men) ſcriptural Nonſcence 5 to mince 
and diſtinguiſh things into juſt nothing ; the Power 
and the Perſan-n whom 'tis Seated being inſepara- 
ble. - And this have noted for the Condemnation 
of thoſe who- were the Ainhors of that Diſtindtion 
berwixt Power and Perſon, as if one might 
fight againſt the one, and nat againſt-the _ F 
: ki n 


| And much more of thoſe who-conld not only di- 
- ſtingmſh betwixt the Power and the Perſon, but # 
could Arm the Authority or Power againſt the Per- * 
 nthat bare it. For ſo in the late damnable Rebel- 
lionz the Commons that raiſed it, did pretend the 
Kings Authority to take Arms againſt Himſelf; 
and though they took his Perſon Priſoner, and cut 
off his Head, yet they pretended that they did not 
. delign to hurt the King. A moſt Helliſh Device,and 
beyond any of ofd Achitophels, framed on purpoſe 
to overturn all ſetled Goverments, and to bring 
Confufion and deſtruftion upon all Human Society. }. 
Againſt which our Laws have fince very well pro- 
vided, requiring all perſons admitted to Offices and 
Places of truſtto abjure,or renounce upon Oath,the 
Trayterous poſetion of taking Arms by the Kings Au- 
thority againſt hisPerſor. Indeed *tis hard to imagine 
: that any rational People ſhould ever entertain ſuch 
>' a Trayterons Poſition; the Authority which is for 
the ſafety of Subjets being manifeſtly much more 
forthe ſafety of the Sovereign. But what the Devil 
can do in the world (by Gods permiffion) and 
what power he has over men, even wiſe men in 
wordly matters, - that love not the Truth in 
fincerity, but hold it in unrighteouſheſs is plain, as 
in other things, ſo in the prevalence of this ſence- 
leſs Dodrine in the late Times, and by the 
|  backwardneſs of many to renounce it even in 
a. 47 —— 

3. When the Apoſtle faith, that every Soul muſt be 
ſubjeF to the Higher Powers, we muſt not under- 
ſtand it, as if he meant, that. we muſt be ſabje& to - 
all the Powers that are in any part of the world, 
and may take upon them t6 command us 3 _-_ S 

what - 
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: Power the Popes of Roze have chimed, but as we 


' cerned only to command their own Subjeds. and 


(7) 
what have we to do with the Powers of Fraxce, or 
S$pain,or any other Countrey,and what have they to 

o with us :| but we muſt underſtand it of our own 
Higher Powers, i. e. of thoſe whom God hath ſet 
over us, and are his Mznifters to us for our godd.. - 
Other Powers have their people and ſubjects, and © 
they,and their Bounds are known. They are con- 


their Subjects are concerned to obey them only 2: 
And let them ſee to the PraQtiſe of their Duty: They 
have nothing to do with us, nor we with them, but 
as we have. Powers or Governors of our own, ſo 
we muſt be ſabje& to them, and them only. If 
therefore any Foreign Prigce or Potentate ſhall 
take upon him to command us, we may, we muſt, 
{light his commands, and reſiſt his Forces, if he uſes 
any to-compel us, that we may diſcharge or Duty 
to our own King and:Governor. God has not com- 
manded us to Serve ſeveral Maſters of different in- 
tereſt and defigns, nay he has forbidden it, in that 
he has ſet Oze over us,and commanded ns to be ſab- 
Jet unto him.And this is the moreto be remembred 
by us, becauſe of the Popes claim, what Power and 
Authority not only over us, but over thoſe Powers 
alſo, wkichare ſet over us, by Almighty God. Be- 
lieve the Pope, and you muſt believe that we are 
hisſubjedts, and that the King is fo likewiſe, that 
he candepoſehim and give hisCrownand Kingdom 
to another, if he ſees cauſe, that he can looſe the 
Bond of our Allegiance, and empower us to fight 
againſt him, and caſt him out of his Throne. This 


are ſure Chriſt never gave it them, fo we can- 
not. own any' ſuch Power in them but we' m 
C be 
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be guilty of the breach of 'our Duty towards the: 
King, Fe owning of any ſuch Power; 
the Oath of Supremeary 619, necellary. and, wile 
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$93 nh if wexeſiſt chem we #efiſt bigs Andthis 
irealy, al gy Poſition of ſome'in 


that ere Commilſaonated by biw-Butagainſt whom 


lated?This is as much as to {ky;Iftrike at a miley 
Legs or Arms were not all one; as Ifthoſe might' be 
wounded,or cut \off,and the manaiothirt! | < 
5. Though we muſt not aunderfiand by. the A- 
- poſtles words, that it is 0pr dnty tobeſabjeQta the 
Higheſt Power only, yet we quult underſtand them 
thus, that it js our Duty: $0 !þe.lubſeF- 3n; the, darft 
place to the Higheſt, for here is an Ewphifrianghe 
word Higher,and the Higher is to he: UPORas 
the Power. "Tis true, the Kings Miniſters are tigher 
ITS 
as has, bedn. ſaid the Kings higher. than they; 
and they, as we,aret0 belubjet tohin;ThePowds 
they have is the Kings, and they” bave: no. power 
againſt him, and therefore'as longas they -ait un- 
der the King and by-bis Anthority, ſo-long weare 
bound-to be ſybjeRito them, bat ap.longer.” | And 
by:this we may-know what: we-arecto UG, 'in caſent 
ſhould happenthbat the inferiorMagyſtrates.ar. Powers 
ſhauld divide from, and oppoſethemſelves, againſt 
the King, and require gur ,Aﬀiſtance. That weare 
to look -upon -the Higher; :1as the Power, and tobe 
ſubje&;to him... If, as-dndld Time, the Barars or 
any of the great Ones' of _ Kingdom :ſhould call 
you 
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(10). 
yon'to joyn with them, as being the Powers to 


whotn you oughtts be ſubjeQ;' you are to conſider 
who is higher, the Baron, or he that made him fo. 
If any Parliament ſhould (as once you know. a Par- 
lament did) refiſt the King, and require your Afſi- 
ſtance againſt 'him, as having Power, or. being the 
Powers; you -are to confider' who is 'the Higheſ# 


"Power : who called them or made them to be a 


Parliament ? was it not the King by his Authority? 
who Eſtabliſheth all their Ads, and giveth them the 
forceof Laws? Is'it not the King? whois it that can 


diffolve themand makethem nothing? Is it not the 


King? He therefore is to be looked upon as the 
Higher Power, to whom we are to befubjed. 

'6. When the Apoſtle” requires every Soul to be 
Subje& to the Higher Powers, you muſt underſtand 
him, - of thoſe Powers that are lawfully and by true 
Right ſuch, and not by Uſurpation. An Utſurper 
can no more be ſaid to be the Higher Power, then 
one that drives thee out of thy houſe can be ſaid to 
be the true Owner of it. They only can be ſaid to be 
the Higher Powers, whoſe right it isto be ſo.And this, 
the word which is rendred Powers doth import, as 
every one knows that underſtands the Greek Tongue; 


and the'words of the Apoſtle in the later part of 


this. verſe ſhew us, that we muſt underſtand' him 


thus, thePowers that wemuſtbe ſabjeR to,being ſich, 
as are of God, and ordained of God, and the M:rifters 


of God: Not every onethat can get into the Throne, ' 


by any means or Methods, is to be owned for our 
Sovereign, but He whole right it is to be in the 
Throne. And I need not. fay, that our preſent 
Sovereign has apparently that Right; becauſe, be- 
ſides the Crown's coming to him by a long lawfal 

| | | lineal 
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(11) 
linealDeſcent,His Right thereuntohas been publitk-: 
ly owned by the-three Eſtates'of the:Kingdom, Af- 
ſembled in Parliament; every-Kingdom ſhould be-to 
their King as Bucephalus is ſaid: to have been: to 
Alexander, he would carry none but his own Maſter 
ſo a Kingdom ſhould, bear none-but:its ownlaw- 

[I qi that at | 


: the Throne ſhould be repelled, and he that ufurps 
: it ſhould be caſt and thrown. There ſhould be 
: overturning, overturning, overturning until he comes 
- tc take poſleſſion,whoſe Right #f 2s, as It Was '1n:the 
/ late times of Uſurpation and Tyranny. . The' King 
| therefore, our preſent King,. (far whole preſervati- 


| 'on and protettion we do dayly pray)and thoſe'that 


- arein Authority under him, are the Higher Powers 
' whom the Apolltle enjoyns us to-be ſubje& to But; 


7. You muſt note, that the Apoſtle does-.not fy, 


| that we muſt be ſubje& to the Higher Powers if they 
7 be ſo and ſo qualified, if they be of this or that Reli- 
- gion; but without any ſuch limitation; Let every Soul 
; F ſubjeF#. to the Higher Powers. Now when the Law 
- diſtinguiſhes not, it is not for us. to do it, where 


+ God puts nolimitation nor exception we ought not. 


: Ttisa good note of Bezs's upon the words, that the 
: Apoſtle did not uſe a Trope here, putting the word 


: Powers for them that have the Power raſhly' and unad- 
+ viſedly ; but that we might know that it is our duty - to 


be ſubjeF to them that are in Authority and Power, how 


| * unworthy ſoever they may ſeem to tes tobe of that Power 
| and Authority, And _— if ever any Perſon was 
: unworthy of Power, 

: Emperour when this Epiſtle was written, was unwors 

: thy of it, for by the conſent of all Writers, he was 

[a meer Monſter, a moſt filthy and - cruel Tyrant ; 


ero, who was Roman 


C 2 an 


aps afterwards, ©.'5. _— we ravſt needs 


(12) 
2k the Apoſtle: charged * ClirNtiafs tobe ſiths | 
36a whine "And thie-Obfcervatidn'l have made, Þ 
beeanſo ar this til fois ignorant people; br worſe 7 


ther: iprioratit, ſeen xo think, That we ate nor ' 
boutid to be f1bject £6617 preſent Kitig, becuaſe | 
carthey/ſay;! ſpealkfig' what theyknow not)- he is | 
by Satan Nan. ft,'9 CE Ne Tbeſecth You; Brethren, | 


to Torfided that Nero hnd-thoſs! that were in Au- | 
cthbrity: under Hith wereſo fat from being of theChri- | 
ftian-Religior; thav they were blondy perſecutors of / 
a and: yet itewas the Duty of 'Chtiſtians then to 
to 'them;: and! they were '(o really and 
y/'; And 4 it tbe on Dury to beſubjet to 2 
Ctrl Pritice, for {6 onr Kihg is, to a Prince | 
that isſo farFron 7 perſeetiting tis for Religion, that © 
he protefts ind) defends both.uis, and it, and hath + 
ſolenmly promiſed {6 ts do; 'certaihly it'is. And | 
ifwe think tiot1s, 'Þ am fare, 'iwe underſtand not | 
the Religion of Chriſt,and do but ill deſerve thathe | 
ſhould protet tather us; of that which we call our 5 
Religion, you ſe'then who are the Hrgher Powers, | 
whom we are tobe ſubjeQ'to.' Let's now 
ion bean what —_ 16/8 [ai __ — eve- | 
pg Sonl' be fibjets of let tirtry Se retF himfelf to the | 
Higher Powersfor ſo the words thay be rendred;we ' 
ſhonkd ſubjett our Klves to the Higher Powers, and © 
not bv- forced tot: by them > the more free and / 


_ ready ont ſabje@ion is; hd ck b2 cceptable it is to | 


God ard then,” but leking rhis paſs-at a preem; the! 
words, are tot a permiſſion barely as of a thing in-; 
different, nor Cormſel meerly as of a: thing —_— 
one's but Enperurive of a thing: that is, our Duty.” 


And therefore ydit may obſetve- that the Th 
Abs 
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5:2; there's a neceſſity laid npon us, we are under 
a Comatnnd' and an Indifpenſible obligation to be 
ſo, rot ouly for wrath, but ſor Conſcience ſake. Now 
the word, which we tranſlate , to be ſubjeF, ſeems 
te&:meto be of large ſignification, and to compre- 
Mid our whole Duty to the Higher Powers, all 


_ that we are obliged to,as Inferiors or Subjedts in our 
ſeveral ſtations or places, with reſpett to them, the 


ſeveral parts or branches whereof we are 'taught in 
other Texts of Scripture. I cannot but think it 
meet to mention briefly ſome of the cheifelt. 

xt. There muſt be a ſabje&ion of the ſoul to them 
fo tar as to entertain a reverent eſteem of them, and 
ro do onr Duty as Subjects readily and faithfully, 
we muſt Reverence them for the place they are in, 
and the Authority they are Inveſted with, as having 
Gods Authority,and his Sword of Juſtice, and Ven- 
nance for the puniſhment of evil doers and the praiſe of 
them that dv well, we are charged by Solomon to foar 
the Lord and the King, Prov.24. 21. Not the Lord 
only, but the King alſo. Now as the Fear of the 
Lord is nothing elſe but fuch atz awful. ſence of his 
plorious MERY and Power, as ſubje&s, our whole 
man to his Will and Commandments; ſo the Fear of 
the King is nothing elſe but fch an inward Reverent 
eſteem of his Place, Dignity and Authority,as makes 
nsto (ubjeftour ſelves unto him in all things thatare 
not contrary to.the will of God. Again, the ſame 
Solomon commands ns zot to curſe. the King, no not 
5 our thonghts,Eccl. 10.20. 3.4. to'entertain no mean 
and contemptuous thoughts of him, but to think as 
honourably ofhim as is poſlible,asof aPerſan whom 
Almighty God, whoſe wiſdom. is greater than thine 
or thine hath thought good to ſet over us,and to ad- 


Vance 


(14) 
vance next to himſelf in Power and Dignity. And | '_. 
this inward of the Higher Powers is the Soul | 
and Life ofthas Hozour, which the fifth Comma nd- | 
ment enjoyns us towards them ; without which our ! 
outward Subjecion is but little worth in the ſight 7 
of God.as proceeding not from Conſcience, but from 7 
force or fear of Puniſhment, and will as ſoon fail as * 
that ſhall be removed, They are therefore wick- ? 
ed men, who though they yeild outward Subjection t: 
tothe Higher Powers, do yet in their hearts con- | 
temn them. Theſe are not Chriſts Diſciples, but 
Pope Hildebrands (or Gregory the Seventh) whoſe 
Dodrine it was, that Kings had their beginning from 
men, who affeted Rule by the inſtigation of the De- 
vil, | 

2. There muſt be a Subjection of the Tongue to 
the Higher Powers, 7. e. we muſt uſe our Tongues 
to their honour, to expreſs and manifeſt the Re- 
verence of our hearts towards them. When Saint 
Paul was to ſpeak for himſelf before King Agrippa 
and Feſtus, he gave Aerippa frequently the Title of 
King; and though Feftus told him that he was beſide 
himfelf, (which was enough to have ſtirred an or- 
dinary Patience) he gave him a modeſt, a ſober 
Anſwer, with the Title of zroſt roble Feſtus, AR. 26. 
25. And of the ſame Saint Paxl we read, Ad. 23.5, |} . 
that when he had unadviſedly called the High _ ! «& 
Prieſt a Whited-wall, (being moved by a blow moſt 
unjuſtly given him,) and was reprehended for it, he 
acknowledged his fault, ſhewing how we ought to 
ſpeak to our Rulers by quoting a known Text # 
of Scripture, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the Ruler of | 
thy People. Which paſlage is the more to be re- | 


membred, becauſe it ſhews that it is not nnlawful 
de is _. only 


(15) 
| Z only to uſeunjuſt Reproaches,but even to ſpeak re- 
' Z proachfully of the real Failings of our Governors :: 

7 It being unqueſtionable,that the High Prieſt was no 
} better than a Whited-wall, who pretendingto judge 
? according to the Law, did contrary to the Law, 
; command an innocent Perſon to be ſmitten. We 
Z muſt therefore either not ſpeak as all of the Higher 
| Powers, or elſe ſpeak well and honorably of them. 
} We are too bold when we make then the Subjects 
: of our common Diſcourſes, too ſawcy when we pre- 
: ſametocenſure their Acions,and we take too much 
Z upon us, when we pretend to fathom the Depth of 
2 their Policys, and to condemn the wiſdom of their 
7 proceedings. No Maſter will endure ſuch Behaviour 
! from his Servants, no Parent from his Children : 
| | And yet every ordinary Peaſant, every rude and 
thick-ſculled Mecharric will be Prating of the Higher 
Powers, and calling them to their Ber, as if they 
/ thought themſelves able to teach them, how to 
| govern the Kingdom. In this it 1s that Rebellion 
* begins, when once men become ſo bold as to 
: ſhoot the ſharp Arrows of their Tongues againſt their 
; Governors, they uſually proceed to take Armsinto 
: theirhands. Theſe wrnly Talkers do more againſt 
7 the Powers then the Angels of God dare to do: 
: andif you have any regard to what St. Peter and 
# St. Jude have written, you muſt place them in the 
» fame Rank with the Apoſtate Spirits, and the filthy 
1 Sodomites, ſee the 2d. Epiſtle of St.Peter. Cap. 2. 
; andread theEpiſtle of St. Jude. | 
Z 3. Every Soul muſt be Obedient to the Higher 
7 Powers. Put them in mind ſaith St. Paxl to Titus 
7 Cap.:3. v. 1.) to be Subje# to Principalities and 
2 Powers, toobey Magiſtrates ; we muſt obey all _ 

| | Ju 
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juſt Laws, all their lawful, Commands. 5c. What 


ſoever they requireand enjoyn, if we can doit with- 
aut finning againſt God (whoſe Powers greater 


than theirs) we maſtdo it.. I ay we maſt doit, be- | 
cauſe when the Laws may be obeyed. without fin, | 
our diſobedienceis a fin, and our firfferang the pes | 


nalty doth not remove the fin, nor free ys from” the 


Judgment of God. And thisI have faid, to- ſhew 
you theill uſe that is commonly made ofa Diſtin&i- | 
on currant among us, -of Aﬀive and Paſſzve Obedi- | 
ence, as if men might break the juſt Laws of the | 
Subjzeas, and not break this 
Commandment of God; becauſe they ſuffer the | 
penalty, when they cannot avoid it. And ſo by jþ 
the helpof this Diſtinction (which is none of the | 
beſt) thoſe that leaſt reipet Authority, would be } 
as Dutifnl and Obedient Subjects, asthey | 
that are moſt obſervant of the Laws. But as Al- | 
mighty God the Supreme Ruler and Governor of | 
the World, whenhbe gave Laws to mankind, did not | 
tend 'that they ſhould break them and dye 3 ſo 
the Powers that the hath {ſet overus, havenot made | 
Laws that menmay be puniſhed for breaking them, | 
but that they may obſerve them-for their own and þ 
the publick Good. And unleſs it be equally good | 


King, and yet be:good 


tp:the King, that hisSubjedts obey or be puniſhed; 
unleſs it be all-oneto, him -whether they be. þene- 


fitted by the Laws,or made miſerable, it cannot-be#i 
thonght that the Law is fatigfied in-its main Intenti-| 
on, when the Subject 4s .pnniſhed for the breach} 
ofit. Tt is very true, that when any. Law 4s eon-|j 
trary t0.any Command:of: God, 'Subjets -axe notÞ 

bound to AG. obedience, for (God muſt: be: obeyed 
rather than men; and then the Paſſtve- tence ori | 

7 Mm - Submiſſion? 
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(17) 
Sabmiſſion- to the Puniſhment .is:;; Sefficient; but. 


S when the Law. of the King 1s-not contrary 'to-; 


any Command of God, the chuſing* of Paſſive 


| Obedience before AFive is a real Contempt and 
Scandal. | 


--4- Oar Purſes and Eſtates maſt be {o' far ſubjet 
to the Higher Powers, ' asthe paying of Taxes, . Tri- 


Z butes and Cuſtoms according as the Laws do re- 


quire, When the Queſtion was propoſed to our 


# bleſſed Saviour by ſome Jews, whetherit were law- 
Z ful topay Tribute to Ceſar or not ?-He anſwered, 
=” Render unto Ceſar the things that are Ceſars,Math. 22. 
Z 21. Cuſtoms and . Tributes are Ceſars, therefore: 
* Ceſar muſt have them. And the' Apoſtle here men- 
; tions it as an Inſtance of our fubjeion to the 
| Higher Powers. That we pay them Tribute, verſ. 7. 
8 Render toall their Dyes, Tribute to whom Tribute: is - 
| duc, Cuſtom to whone Cuſtom. And due they are: 
; to the Higher Powers, both in Juſtice and Gratitude, 
| for they areat the coſt of our Defenceand Protefti- © 


on, and the Benefits we. partake of by :their care. 


* and painsare innumerable and invaluable.They;are 
! Gods Miniſters attending continually upon this very 
s thing. 


% 


5. We ought to be ſubjc& in undertaking ſuch 


| Offices as the Higher Powers ſhall call us to, and- in 


diſcharging them faithfully for their honour and the 


| pulick good. | Kings cannot do all things them- 
' ſelves, in their own Perſons, but'muſt make uſe of . 
= others in ſevgral py yr ner and who can they 


better make uſe. of then their own ſubjects, and 


# who. . are obliged to undertake them but they : 


A.” 


To thoſe offices or employments that are mean and 
| D inferior 


a 


(18) 


inftior\he Iignity vfKinosisnoce'to condeſtetid's 


ivthoſe thit art dangerous, the ſafety of their Per- 


ſons'is hot'to be kazarded. The 'People' of Iſrael 


would tiot conſtnt that David-their King fhould go 
out with them to Battle, for fear of querchine their 
lizht, and they looked: uport him as worth many 

onſaxndls bfithew. The People are E5perr v; ygiuner 
roX4udly, they ' ate to affiſt' their Prince' witty their 
bodys and their Purſts inthe ſervice of War, | 


- 6: We thifſt be io fitbjeQt to all their cenfires 


arid prniſlimenits; as iff no"caſe + refife them. IF | 


they lay heavy b pong 5 + he 1 and wrong 
r9;\Je4-perſetitens even to Yeath, 'we muſt not 
tiithultzate and rebel —_ them. There is 10 
Power (ſath- the Apofile here) bwt is of God, and 
the Poytvers that be tre ordained of God, They have 
their Authority from God ard: not from us, and 
they areover us by Gods appointment; as his Mini- 
ſters-3 and though God gave them their Power for 
tlieir ſubjeas good, yet tf they will abuſe it, they 
are reſponſible 'to God for-it, and not to us, he 
las Power to puniſh them, brit we have none, and 
he will-do'it when; and iti what manner, he fees 
good; and it is better for us to leave him to do it 
who hath ſaid Vexrgeahce is mine, and IT will repay, 
then'to teketpoinus'to do it our ſvesz and if we 


d6fo,' wearefireof 4 'Nifficient' reward for our 


poſtle telWs-ub, te r%fft the'Ordminice of God, we are 


patient fabmiſlion y-biit iF we rept them, the A- 


Rebelliots not only agtinſt our King, but againſt ||. 


” 


God him, and therefore our reſiſtance is highly | 


finfiland-dainmdbles” for They 'thit #26 hall receive 
16 #bensfehoes Diier nies 
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words of St. Peter 1BpiR. 5.1201 | Whererefiſtanee 
is plainly forbidden event to- att innocent” Perſon. 
For what glory is it, if when ye be bufftted for your 
Failts, ye ſhall take it patiently; but if when ye do well 
and-ſuffer for it, ye ſhall take # patiently, 'this 3s accep- 
fable withGod, for ever heveninto were ye called, becauſe 
'Chriit alſo ſuffered forms, leaving us an example that 
ye ſhould follow his fer, who did no ſin, neither was 
Guile found inhis Month; who when he was reviled, 
reviled not again 5 when he fuffered, he threatned not, 
but committed hinſelf {or bis cauſe}. t0-bim that judg- 


every way moft diipprendly get's -but alſo -pr6- 
| fel6ingitto be nnlawtut.' And therefore if any-be 
7 -not convinced; that this is theis Duty:3-if 'any'do 
| believe, ad will take 'ypon them, tomaintaiti-that 


} © they may lawfully in any caſe, -or for any caule, 
7 - ({appoſeitbe for Religion)Rebel againſt, or in atiy 
| - tumultuous and violent ways, refiſtthe Higher Pow-' 
- | ers;they oyght tobe Jooked'tponas wretched 'Apo- 
- * "Mates from one. of the moſt eonfidetable points of 


|} the Chriſtian Doqrine ; as the maintainers of one 

: 3. ofthe moſt pernicions and damnableHerefies that e- 

| verwas brotght into theworkd:Now 19 the pratice 4 
; | of theſe Dutys does ourftbjettion to. the- \FFigher 
| "Powers mainly conſiſt and _— RIf5-andif " 
= "hs 2 W1 


wHl obſerve this precept of the Apoſtle, it bchoves 
us to.take care that we be not wanting in any one 
of them. | : | 

II. I proceed now to ſhew you what is meant by | 
every Soul,or who are the Perſons who are bound to | 
be ſubje& tothe Higher Powers. Concerning which | 
there is no doubt but by every Sol, the Apoſtle | 
means every. man; by an uſual Syrecdoche. It is | 
poſlible indeed that the Apoſtle did make choiceto 
ſpeak thus, putting the Soul for the man,to intimate 
that our ſubjetion to the Fligher Powers, ſhould be | 
from + the Heart and Soul, free, ready, cheerful; | 
.not by conſtraint which is bruitiſh ; not meerly | 
Paſſive, but in all lawfal things Acive, but it mat- * 
ters not whether he did ſo or not, for it is evident 
enough from other places of Scripture,that it ought 
to be ſo; that which/the Apoſtle teaches concern- | 
ing the ſubjeftion or obedience of Servants to their } 
Maſters, Eph. 6. 6.7. and Coloſ. 3. 23. being appli- | 
.cable with advantage to the ſubjeQion of all Infe- | 


riors to the Higher Powers. That which I think my 
AzIf concerned to note is; That all Perſons without 
exception of any, ought to be ſabjet to the Higher 
Powers. Let every Soul (faith the Apoſtle) an ex- © 
preſſion that includes all and excludes none. And | 
thus anyunprejudiced man of common ſences one * 
would think muſt -underſtand it,. for belides the 7 
- force of the expreſſion it ſelf, every Soul, the A- © 
 poſtles words: afterwards, whoſoevzy refeſteth the © 
wn and they that refiſt——=-and wilt thou | 
. vt be afraid of the Power ——---And he is the © 
Miniſter of God. to: thee, &c. ſeem to be uſed |! 
-on purppſe to dire every One that is not a 
x SY a Flogher * 
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Higher Poiver, or Ruler, to. take the precept as gi- 
S to himſelf... And yet - notwithſtandiug this 
the Popes of Rome and their Adherents for feveral 
hundredsof years have made bold ſo. to diſtinguiſh 
and limit the Apoſtles words, as to exempt then:- 
felves, and all their Clergy, from ſbjetion to ' the 
Civil Powers. But. what Warrant they have from 
God to do thus I am altogether ignorant. We 
know that our Bleſſed Saviour o:yned the Power of 
the Rowan Emperor, and thoſe that were. in Au- 
thority under him, and ſubmitted himſelf to it - 
without pleading any exemption. For thus he: an- 
fivered Plate when he ſpake to him of his. Power, 
Thou couldeſt have no Power at all againſt me, except it 
were given thee from above Joh. 19. 11. And we are 
ſire, that when the Apoſtles were brought before 
Principalities and Powers for their faith fake, they 
never excepted againſt their Power, but defended _ 
themſelves and their Doctrine before them; yea 
St. Paul did plainly own their Authority, and it is 
written for our Inſtrufion in this point Act. 25. 10, 
IT. I ſ#ard (faith be at Ceſars Judgment Seat,where 1 
ought to be judged, [ mark that] If 1 be ar offender, or 
have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuſe not 
to dye, I appeal unto Ceſar. Which Appealing unto. 
C2fſar was a plain owning of his Authority over him. 
For the Liberty of Appealing to the Roway Empe- 
ror was a priviledge granted only to thenithat wese 
free Citizens of Roxze, and the Apoſtle could not 
claim this but by owning himſelf a Citizen of Rome, 


and thereforea ſubject to the cheif Governor there- 


of. Itis no leſs certain that the Holy Fathers: and 
Biſhops of the Church, yea and of Roxee too, a Eo 
| | | Ve 


traſhy 
-} 


- TEIEE 1 eb CIO 8" 
a Fa 550 FANGe 
Y z A a. th, 


w 46, 2 


a HENS bet”: os s 
= 4 WW wt, " 
ruin NBR aA reels aig. oe in "EO" ow 


Kh” wy 


»* R 5 
Þ = 1 "8 : 
$1 arts Meverir _— 


R—— 
= <TD DIL os S's 
4 0, 


"Mts. 


, CO Ss . yur 
o q %adft x 
on _ _ x" hs " 
a AlBioe ÞEaat a - 6a» 
#2 Cars) AO OCALA ; 5& 
(IMS IB, tos LO a X 4s 
hs 1 4 a + Md mn... »' 
- . - a. 
, -—x — & 
5 ROT; © OT II © On, + 4h 
_ CE I RAS bs 2 IG 
K-40 4 
= v” 
X ; 


Ie EE IEF 
: te 
, " a $201 
ES 7 £ rpg av. 
4 - Ld IR XS robbed ® Lo 
LIT IE PE ike bes FN Þ+ 
3 © es I I 4 $56 / Ah 
Ss. a FORE os 2:26; $5 
” 4: . Lf »; 3 L Y 
'y , ſs : y 
gs. 
: 1 ES A P 
4 


(22) 


'- ahoveſix hundreds years after Chriſt, id not only 


acknowledge thernſelves ſubject to the Civil Powers, 
but did declare that they, and all men whatſoever, 
were bound to be ſo. St.Chryſoftom uponthe Text 
fays, that not only Seculars but [Prieſts and Monks 
are to be fubjef, and although thou beeſt an Apoſtle, or 
an Evangeliſt, 'or'a Prophet ;, for this 'obedienceto be 


. ſure will not deſtroy thy piety. &ndif we may be- 


lieve a Biſhop ofthe Roman Church of late years, 
as- we reaſonably may, other ancient Fathers as: 
Emthymins , Theoderet , Theophyla®, * &c. and all 


the Greek Doctors 'do agree with him. And 
Gregory, ſurnatned the Great, Biſhop of Ro-ze,doth 
'fo expound the Text. And Saint Bernard (many 
years afterwards,)'\ih his Epiſtle to a Biſhop ſaid 
thus. Every Sonl (faith the Apoſtle) ther muft you 
alfo (fpeaking'to the Bilhop of Sexona) be ſubjed#:; 
who hath exempted you? He that doth offer to exempt | 
you, doth but offer to Heteive you. And therefore let | 
not' the Church of Rowe boaſt of her fincere delive- 
ring 'to- men the 'truly Ancient , ' Catholick , and 
Apoſtolick Do&rine : Let no Papzſ# boaſt of their 
Loyal Principles or|Pra@iſes,. or charge any Pro- 
teſtants with Seditious and 'Traiterons Dottrines'; 
with difloyal, Treaſonable, and Rebellious Pra- 


 Ctiſes, 'as confidently as if they themſelves ' were in- 
"nocent; for beſides what has now been diſconrſed, 


I doubt not to fay, and do fay it upon the Faith of | 
a Chriſtian, "Ehat I know no Seditions or Rebelli- | 


- ous Principle, no Dofrines diſtrudive to Gover- | 
"met ctitertamed and aſſerted by any called Pro- | 
"teftants, -btit.. the ſame hive been' afſerted and | 


'raught by ſotne Biſhops* of Rome and their - Adhe- ; 
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(23) SE 
rents. Batthanks be to God: that the Church of 
England can be charged with no ſach. miſcheivous 
and damnable Dofrines:; whoſe Doftrine I am 
fareI have nowtaught you, and asI do ftedfaſtly 
believe it to, be the Dodrine of Chriſtand his A- 
poſtles, ſo F doubt nat, but by Gods Grace, I ſhall 
continue in the-belief af it to-the end of my Life. 
Thus have I explained the wordsof my Text, and 
E hope clcarly and profitably with reſpe& to the un- 
happy crrcun:{tancesthat this Kingdom is at pre- 
{munder, {<1 roche n 

And now to conclude this: Diſcourſe in as few 
words as may be. Not totrouble- you with Com- 
plaints of: the little Sence which many men have 
of their Duty to the Higher Powers, which every 
wiſcand good man cannot but obſerve,and be ſadly 
and ſorrowfully affeted with : Let me in ſhore 
propoſe ſome few Queſtzons to you, and W it be 
poſhble, to oblige you thereby ſeriouſly to con- 
fider what it is, that fo indiſpoſes ſome (to uſe no 
harder a term) -to honour, obey and ſerve our 
preſent Loxd- the King, ' that they can: hardly en- 


| dire to betold, that they ought todoſo. Have 
any among you ſo little Knowledge of the Goſpel; 


after ſo many years enjoyment oft, as to think 
what has now been delivered to be no part of the 
Goſpel, which 'Chrifts Minifters onght to Preach ? 
Are you fo httle able to diftingutſh between true 
Chriſtian (Proteſtant) Dottrine and Popery, as to 
call the Preaching of Subjection to the Higher Pow- 
ers.Papery 2? have you had-the Holy Scriptures 16 


many years in your Hands, n your own Language, 
and-pretended to-make them, and them, only [the 
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Rule of your Faith and PraQiſe? and can you be 
ignorant of; or will you reje& the truths now de- 
livered out of them, and writted ſo plainly in them, 
that none but thoſe .who will ſhut: their eyes can 
avoid ſeeing them? Hath St. Pan] ſo httle credit 
with us, when he tells us, That #here is no Power but 
* of God, and the Powers that be are ordained of God, 
that we will not believe him? or can we poſlibly 
faſten any other ſence upon his words bur this, that 
ttis God that makes Kings, and not men 3 That 
whatever they are as to.their Perſonal Qualificati- 
ons, Abilitys' for Government, or Religion, they 
have their Anthority from God, and are his Mini- 
fters? And if this be his meaning, have wenot 
good reaſon to believe, that if we diſpiſe them, we 
defprſe God ; if we reproach and ſpeak evil of them, 
. we reproach and blaſpheme God ; if we diſobey 
their juſt Laws, we diſobey God 3 if we murmur, 
. reſiſt, rebel againſt the King, we murmur and rebel 
againſt God.. And can we think, that they can 
eſcape the P—__ of God, who do ſo? Can we 
have ſuch thoughts of God, as to imagine, thathe 
is-not concerned in a ſpecial manner for the fafety, 
the Rights and Intereſts of his 6wn Vicegerents 5 
and the Defence and Maintenance of hisown Au- 
thority in them for the Government of the world? 
Are we yet tolearn what the miſerable Ends of Se- 
ditious,trayterous andRebelliousPerſons uſually are? 
"Has Liberty, Peace and Plenty made us ſo wznton 
(for Iam ſure we yet have ſiffered no Oppreſlion to 
make us mad, nor any want but what our own 
Prodigality, idleneſs and viciouſneſs have brought 
upon us) that we care not what we do to bring 
confuſion 
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confifion upon us ? Are we fich-Sots and:Fools as 
20 liſten tothe cariwſed whifperings of every Achito- 
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phel, and to" :danee after/ the Pipe of every Shebab, 
that ſhall be fo' mad as to blow a Trumpet in Ifrael, 
-p toy, 3we woe #0 part int _ ror _— ze 
the Son of Jeſſe > Car we propoſe any thing ſo good 
to our UE by oveirieening they Preſent Gover- 
ment,as to reſolveto endure all the miſeries of War, 
and to march throngh a Sea of Blood for the com- 
paſſing of it > Are-notall our Intereſts more ſafe 
and ſecure m the boſom of the Divine Providence 
whilft we continge quiet in our” feveral Places, 
and«ftxdy to do our own Buſineſs, then they would 
bennder the Shields and Bucklers of the moſt 
famous Warriors , in the ways of Treaſon and 
Rebellion? Is the Author and ProteQor of our moſt 


holy Religion become fo careleſs of it, or ſo-weak 


and feeble, that we muſt needs fly to the Devit to 
ſupport it? ſhall we turn theReligion of the Croſs in 


to a Religion of the Sword,and change onrBibles for 


the Alchoran? Were all the holy men of old, who 
could not fight for their Religion,-even when they 
might have overcome (ſo'great were their numbers 
and their Reſolution) but conld dye for it, ſuch 
fools, that we think it madneſs to follow their Ex- 


ample > - Have we- been reproaching the Church of 


Rome, for ſo many years, (and: that juſtly) with 


'thew Trayterous and. Rebellious [Principles and 


Practifes,and ſhall we now lick up their Voxrre, and 
juſtify all their Treaſons and Rebellions by treading 
in their ſteps? Is it the way to render our Pro- 
fteſhionlovely m the eyes of the world,and toendear 
to it our Governors, to do thus? And can wehope 
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to engape Almighty God:to:take careof its preſer-F 
vation by the worſt praiſes we dare 'be Guilty of Þ 
againſt his Vicegerent ? In one word, can we take F 
it to be the way to Heaven, to break the Order of F* 
the Divine Providence in the Government of the Bj 
World, | to ſet at naught ſo'many plain and expreſs F 
Commands fronyChriſt,and diſpiſing allthe Bleſſings 
of Peace to endeavour all the ways we can after 
+ confuſion and deftruction: we cannot ſurely. be 
fo unreaſonable. | 
Let us therefore, beſeech you,ſhew our ſelves Men 
and Chriſtians, Chriſtians of the Communion of the 
beſt Church in the World; a Church built uparz 4 
Rock, that can never fall, if we do not overthrow it 
our ſelves, by our abuſe of the Goſpel, and all thoſe 
Excellent means of Piety and Vertue which we per- 
take of in it. Let us fear the Lord, and the King, 
and not meddle with them that are given to change ; 
And being ſtedfaſtly perſwaded, that Almighty God 
is King over all, that He ftandeth iz the Congregation 
of the Mighty, and is Judg among the Gods; that he 
will not only execute Judgment in another world, 
but doth Govern this, and conſequently will ei- 
ther Protect us from Violence and Perſecution, or 
crown our Patience and avenge our Cauſe ; let uf 
always ſhew our ſelves good Chriſtians by being 
Loyal Subje&s : And to the conſtant Practiſe of : 
that hath been now taught, let us add our dayly 
Prayers toGod in the behalfof our preſentSoverezgr, 
That it may pleaſe God ſo to bleſs and preſerve him, 
that he may rule over us many years in the Fear of God, 
the conſtant exerciſe of Piety, Juſtice and Mercy, and 
in Proſperity and Peace : That he may continue to de 
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r- Y- ſerve the Hearts of all his SubjeFs,and ever have them: 
'- That he may never give them any juſt cauſe for Jealouſys © 
| and Suſpicions, and they never entertain any without 
© Cauſe : That he may be happy by our conſtant Prafiſe of 
; true Chriſtian Loyalty, and we be ſo likewiſe by his con- 
" ſtart and effeFual Care to maintain promote the 


true Profeſſion and Pra#iſe of Religion,and the welfare 
of the Church of God. Amen. . 


